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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently amended) A rotary incubation station of an automated 
analyzer, comprising: 

a. a platform; 

b. a generally circular ring-shaped outside rotary wheel having a 
plurality of nesting locations for washing and reading vessels; 

c. means for positioning said outside rotary wheel on said platform, 
allowing said outside rotary wheel to rotate; 

d. a generally circular disc-shaped inside rotary wheel having a plurality 
of nesting locations for incubation and storage of said vessels , whoroin said outoidc 
and inside rotary wheels arc configured for using said voooolo ; 

e. means for positioning said inside rotary wheel on said platform inside 
said outside rotary wheel, allowing said inside rotary wheel to rotate; 

f. first spur gear means for rotating said outside rotary wheel including a 
plurality of spur gear teeth on the inner periphery of the outside rotary wheel, 
wherein the first spur gear means allows accurate control of the rotation of said 
outside rotary wheel; 

g. second spur gear means for rotating said inside rotary wheel 
independent of the rotation of said outside rotary wheel, the second spur gear 
means comprising a plurality of spur gear teeth on the outer periphery of the inside 
rotary wheel and allowing accurate control of the rotation of said inside rotary 
wheel; and 

h. two pick and place assemblies for transferring said vessels between the 
inside rotary wheel and outside rotary wheel. 
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2. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said means for positioning said inside rotary wheel comprises a plurality of 
horizontal bearings for positioning said inside rotary wheel inside said outside 
rotary wheel. 

3. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 2, wherein 
said means for positioning said inside rotary wheel further comprises at least one 
horizontal tensioner for locating said inside rotary wheel inside said outside rotary 
wheel. 

. 4. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said means for positioning said inside rotary wheel comprises a plurality of vertical 
pressure bearings for rotatably supporting said inside rotary wheel on said 
platform. 

5. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said first spur gear means for rotating said outside rotary wheel comprises a 
plurality of spur gear teeth on an inner periphery of said outside rotary wheel, and 
a first spur gear driver engaged with said spur gear teeth of said outside rotary 
wheel. 

6. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 5, wherein 
said first spur gear means for rotating said outside rotary wheel further comprises a 
first rotary actuator for driving said first spur gear driver. 

7. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 6, wherein 
said first rotary actuator is an electrical stepper motor. 
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8. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said second spur gear means for rotating said inside rotary wheel comprises a 
plurality of spur gear teeth on an outer periphery of said inside rotary wheel, and a 
second spur gear driver engaged with said spur gear teeth of said inside rotary 
wheel. 

9. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 8, wherein 
said second spur gear means for rotating said inside rotary wheel further comprises 
a second rotary actuator for driving said second spur gear driver. 

10. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 9, wherein 
said second rotary actuator is an electrical stepper motor. 

11. (Currently amended) A rotary incubation station of an automated 
analyzer, comprising: 

a. a generally circular-shaped platform; 

b. a generally circular ring-shaped outside rotary wheel having a 
plurality of nesting locations for washing and reading vessels and a plurality of spur 
gear teeth on its inner periphery; 

c. means for positioning said outside rotary wheel on said platform 
adjacent to its periphery, allowing said outside rotary wheel to rotate about a first 
axis; 

d. a generally circular disc-shaped inside rotary wheel having a plurality 
of nesting locations for incubation and storage of said vessels and a plurality of spur 
gear teeth on its outer periphery , whoroin oaid outside and inGido rotary whoclG arc 
configured for uoing oaid voosolo ; 

e. means for positioning said inside rotary wheel on said platform inside 
said outside rotary wheel, allowing said inside rotary wheel to rotate about a second 
axis; 

f. means for rotating said outside rotary wheel, including a first spur 
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gear driver engaged with said spur gear teeth of said outside rotary wheel, 
providing accurate control of the rotation of said outside rotary wheel; 

g. means for rotating said inside rotary wheel independent of the rotation 
of said outside rotary wheel, including a second spur gear driver engaged with said 
spur gear teeth of said inside rotary wheel, providing accurate control of the 
rotation of said inside rotary wheel; and 

h. two pick and place assemblies for transferring said vessels between the 
inside rotary wheel and outside rotary wheel. 

12. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 11, wherein 
said means for positioning said inside rotary wheel comprises a plurality of 
horizontal bearings for positioning said inside rotary wheel inside said outside 
rotary wheel. 

13. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 12, wherein 
said means for positioning said inside rotary wheel further comprises at least one 
horizontal tensioner for locating said inside rotary wheel inside said outside rotary 
wheel. 

14. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 11, wherein 
said means for positioning said inside rotary wheel comprises a plurality of vertical 
pressure bearings for rotatably supporting said inside rotary wheel on said 
platform. 

► 

15. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 11, wherein 
said means for rotating said outside rotary wheel comprises a first rotary actuator 
for driving said first spur gear driver. 

16. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 15, wherein 
said first rotary actuator is an electrical stepper motor. 



\\\LA - 81841/0154 - 260983 vl 



Page 5 of 12 



Application Serial No. 09/811,028 PATENT 
Customer No. 26021 1991-174 (81841.0154) 

Reply to Final Office Action dated January 11, 2006 

17. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 11, wherein 
said means for rotating said inside rotary wheel comprises a second rotary actuator 
for driving said second spur gear driver. 

18. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 17, wherein 
said second rotary actuator is an electrical stepper motor. 

19. (Currently amended) A rotary incubation station of an automated 
analyzer, comprising: 

a. a generally circular-shaped platform; 

b. a generally circular ring-shaped outside rotary wheel having a 
plurality of nesting locations for washing and reading vessels and a plurality of spur 
gear teeth on its inner periphery; 

c. means for positioning said outside rotary wheel on said platform 
adjacent to its periphery, allowing said outside rotary wheel to rotate about a first 
axis; 

d. a generally circular disc-shaped inside rotary wheel having a plurality 
of nesting locations for incubation and storage of said vessels and a plurality of spur 
gear teeth on its outer periphery , wherein said outside and inoido rotary wheels aro 
configured for using said vessels ; 

e. means for positioning said inside rotary wheel on said platform inside 
said outside rotary wheel, allowing said inside rotary wheel to rotate about a second 
axis; 

f. means for rotating said outside rotary wheel, including a first spur 
gear driver engaged with said spur gear teeth of said outside rotary wheel and a 
first actuator for driving said first spur gear, providing accurate control of the 
rotation of said outside rotary wheel; 

g. means for rotating said inside rotary wheel independent of the rotation 
of said outside rotary wheel, including a second spur gear driver engaged with said 
spur gear teeth of said inside rotary wheel and a first actuator for driving said first 
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spur gear, providing accurate control of the rotation of said inside rotary wheel; and 
h. two pick and place assemblies for transferring said vessels between the 
inside rotary wheel and outside rotary wheel. 

20. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 19, wherein 
said means for positioning said inside rotary wheel comprises a plurality of 
horizontal bearings for positioning said inside rotary wheel inside said outside 
rotary wheel. 

21. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 20, wherein 
said means for positioning said inside rotary wheel further comprises at least one 
horizontal tensioner for locating said inside rotary wheel inside said outside rotary 



22. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 19, wherein 
said means for positioning said inside rotary wheel comprises a plurality of vertical 
pressure bearings for rotatably supporting said inside rotary wheel on said 
platform. 

23. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 19, wherein 
said first rotary actuator is an electrical stepper motor. 

24. (Original) The rotary incubation station as defined in claim 19, wherein 
said second rotary actuator is an electrical stepper motor. 



wheel. 



\\\LA - 81841/0154 - 260983 vl 



Page 7 of 12 



